
 

 

 

  

STRATEGIC LAND 

Land to the south of Lenthay Road, Sherborne, Dorset – approx. 4.25 Acres (1.72 Ha) 

STRATEGIC LAND 

Sherborne Abbey 
Primary School 

Plan is for indicative purposes only 

N  



 

 

LOCATION (DT9 6AQ) 
The site, accessed via Lenthay Road, is located on the south 
western edge of the market town of Sherborne, Dorset. The site 
is a short walk away from the town centre, which offers a range 
of services and amenities, including Sherborne School, 
Yeatman Hospital, a range of shops, public houses, and 
supermarket. Sherborne station is located approximately 1.1 
miles to the north east of the site offering regular services to 
Yeovil, Exeter St Davids and London Waterloo.   

What3Words - ///report.prance.skirting - Direct Link  
 
DESCRIPTION 
The site extends to approximately 4.25 acres (1.72 ha) of 
grassland belonging to the Sherborne School. Access to the 
site is via a retained access between existing residential 
properties, 125 and 127 Lenthay Road. The site also comprises 
an area of verge land which runs along the frontage of 123, 125, 
127 and 129 Lenthay Road to support a poential visibility splay. 
The site sits to the rear of a row of detached houses along 
Lenthay Road, with the main school playing fields immediately 
adjoining the site to the north east. Beyond the south eastern 
corner of the site is a small copse which backs onto the railway 
line. To the south of the site is a paddock which is accessed via 
a track from Lenthay Road, beyond which is Sherborne Abbey 
Primary School.  

PLANNING 
The subject site is located within the planning jurisdiction of 
Dorset Council where existing planning policy is covered by the 
West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland Local Plan which was 
adopted by Weymouth & Portland Borough Council and West 
Dorset District Council in 2015.  

Until 2019, a Local Plan Review was being prepared, however 
the evidence generated was then fed to Dorset Council’s new 
Local Plan. Dorset Council ran a Local Plan Options 
Consultation (from 18th August to 13th October 2025) to 
respond to the Government’s commitment to addressing the 
shortage of housing, to enable economic growth and deliver 
essential infrastructure to enable this growth. 

 

 

  
As part of Dorset Council’s Local Plan Options Consultation, it 
is required to identify development opportunities to help meet 
the needs of Dorset, therefore a list of opportunity sites have 
been appended to the consultation.  

This site was included within the Appendix A: Opportunity sites 
for housing August 2025, with a site name of ‘Land to the 
south of Lenthay Road’ and a site reference of 
LA/SHER/006,008.  

The majority of development in Sherborne is likely to be on a 
long-term major strategic site which will require significant 
infrastructure. Therefore this site offers the opportunity to 
submit an application and secure a consent in isolation. 

Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessments  

Whilst somewhat historic, Dorset Council’s Strategic Housing 
and Economic Land Availability Assessment 2018 concluded 
that the site was developable subject to policy change, a 
suitable solution for access and for pressure on adjacent 
primary school. 

Planning Policy 

The verge land and the access route into the site are located 
within the defined settlement boundary for Sherborne, however 
the remainder of the site lies outside of, but adjacent to, the 
settlement boundary.  

 

Under SUS2 Distribution of Development, Sherborne is 
referenced as one of the market and coastal towns which will 
be a focus for future development. The recent emerging policy 
sets out more clearly as to the position of each town and village 
in the different ‘Tiers’ of the hierarchy in which Sherborne is 
classified as a ‘Tier 2 – town and other main settlement’ which 
comprises the market and coastal towns across Dorset and 
‘other main settlements’ within the Green Belt and close to the 
large built-up area of Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole. 

 

Housing Land Supply 

According to Dorset Council’s 5 year housing land supply 
position statement October 2025, the Council can only 
demonstrate a supply of 2.53 years. 

 

Designations 

Within the West Dorset, Weymouth & Portland Local Plan 2015 
the site is marked under policy ENV3 Green Infrastructure 
Network.  

 

SERVICES 

Parties should make and rely on their own enquiries in respect 
of the availability of capacity and connection costs of all 
services and utiliies.  

LEGAL INFORMATION 
The site is registered under the wider Freehold Title DT274141. 

TERMS 
The site is available for promotion via an Option or Promotion 
agreement and parties are invited to submit terms as follows: 

 Type of agreement (Option/Promotion). 
 Percentage ‐ discount/share of proceeds 
 Premium payment(s) to landowners 
 Term(s) of agreement/Longstop 
 Any deductible costs and cost caps 
 Minimum price per gross acre 
 Planning & access strategy 
 Confirmation of payment of landowner’s professional 

fees (including agent & legal) 
 

Offers should be sent to Bruton Knowles via email to Jack 
Moulsdale: jack.moulsdale@brutonknowles.co.uk  

 
VIEWINGS 
The site can be viewed from the gateway off Lenthay Road. 
Viewings are strictly be appointly only via Bruton Knowles. 
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Contacts: 

Jack Moulsdale BSc (Hons) MRICS 

T: 07395 887390  

E: jack.moulsdale@brutonknowles.co.uk   
 
Robert Anthony BSc (Hons) MSc 

T: 07825 423926  

E: robert.anthony@brutonknowles.co.uk 
 
 
Gloucester office: 

Olympus House, Olympus Park, 

Quedgeley, Gloucester, GL2 4NF 

T: 01452 880000 
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Regulatory Customer Due Diligence Checks - The Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing and Transfer of Funds (Information on the Payer) Regulations 2017 (as amended) require us to conduct due diligence 
checks upon all purchasers. When an offer has been accepted, the prospective purchaser(s) will need to provide, as a minimum, proof of identity and registered address; if the purchaser is a company or other legal 
entity, then any person owning more than 25% must provide the same. These documents must either be handled and copied by a Bruton Knowles employee, or certified copies be provided. 

Disclaimer Bruton Knowles Chartered Surveyors are not authorised to make or give any representations or warranties in relation to the property. Bruton Knowles assumes no responsibility for any statement that 
may be made in these particulars. The particulars do not form part of any offer or contract and must not be relied upon as statements of fact. The text, photographs, measurements and any plans are for guidance 
only. Bruton Knowles have not tested any services, equipment or facilities. Purchasers or lessees must satisfy themselves by inspection or otherwise. 

Bruton Knowles Limited registered in England and Wales with registered number 12481998. Registered Office Olympus House, Olympus Park, Quedgeley, Gloucester GL2 4NF 
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